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Status, Exclusivity and Affiliation in Contemporary Thailand
Fusunsii 26 dnuion 2566
11:10 - 13:00 w
TC#409 (INENaua3 (An 301))
Designated Asia’s “Fifth Tiger” in the 1990s, Thailand's economy has all but stagnated following the
protracted political conflict at the dawn of the new millennium, and the Covid-19 pandemic. More
energy and resources are spent fighting over limited rewards. This panel focuses on important
pathways elites use to maintain their position of privilege — highlighting status, creating exclusivity,
and emphasizing affiliation.
The first paper looks at education as a symbol of prestige. It argues that, like many other signals of
status, academic esteem can be simulated. Using data on worldwide university rankings and
research publications, it shows how wise academics and administrators can engineer an artificial but
meteoric rise in a university’s global ranking. An in-depth case study suggests that while detecting
past schemes is feasible, future gaming of the ranking system will be much more subtle and difficult

to discern.

The second paper investigates how businesses generate exclusivity through vigorous protection of
their trademarks. Examining recent Supreme Court decisions, the paper shows how legal protection
has been expanded to cover unregistered trademarks, using the concept of “passing off.” While
stronger trademark protection encourages integrity in marketing and advertising practices, it may be

used as an unfair advantage by incumbents against new entrants.

The third paper reexamines strategies of family businesses, the most prominent business

configuration in Thailand. It shows how family groups manage risks and maintain control over their



business affiliates. An empirical analysis explores the relationship between financial performance and

corporate governance during the recent pandemic-induced economic recession.
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Trademark Protection in Thailand: Case Studies from Supreme Court Decisions
Presenter 819136 @3. Un173ag qnﬁﬂixﬁﬂﬁr(Dr. Pabhawan Suttiprasit)
Abstract
A trademark distinguishes a company's brand or logo from its competitors, contributing to
consumers’ recognition of and trust in certain products or services. Registered trademarks in
Thailand are protected under the Trademarx Act B.E. 2534. Infringement of unregistered trademark
rights generally cannot be claimed, except in the case of “passing off’ — misrepresenting goods or
services unfaithfully — under Section 46, paragraph twc of the Trademark Act. The Supreme Court of
Thailand has confirmed the prohibition of canfusing brands attempting to pass off a product or
service as that of a competitor’s. This study identifies the elements of bad faith that violate the
passing off doctrine according to the Trademark Act. lllustrative cases provice clarification about the
current situation of trademark protecticn lavs enforcemant in Thailand.
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